THE EARLY ROUND CHAIN COMPANY
by
Dan F. Ostrowski

ROUND CHAIN WORKS 1884
2287 BROADWAY AVE.

Do you remember the huge mansion on the corner of Turney and Garfield Boulevard? The
one where SS Peter and Paul church now stands. Well it was there and was probably the largest
house in our area and owned by Louis D. Round one of the wealthiest families in Garfield
Heights. The Round family estate included all of the lots and houses from Turney Rd. to E. 94"
Street on the north side of the Boulevard as well as the south side east to E. 97" Street. Their
prominence however was acquired because of the Round Chain Company.

Louis D. Round was born in Ponti Prio Whales in 1866. He was brought to the US by his
parents David and Hanna of English ancestry to Trenton NJ later to Troy NY and finally to
Cleveland OH in 1869. Sometime later David Round founded the Ohio Chain Company. As one
of the first manufacturer of chain, chain hoists, trolleys, winches and cranes in the US (the first
manufacturer in the City of Cleveland) David Round very early in his career gained an enviable
reputation as “maker of high quality chain hoists”. When Louis was 16 he was in the employ of
his father. In 1887 at the age of 21 he was made partner of the David Round and Son Company.
In 1906 David Round died and Louis then became the chief executive. The company ultimately
had facilities from coast to coast.
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The earliest listing of the company occurred in the area of Broadway Ave. between Marble
and Canton Avenue in Cleveland. A check of the City Directory records of Cleveland shows
David Round in 1874 as the “Ohio Chain Co. in residence near Marble Ave. in Newburgh.
Before Dec. 1873 that part of Cleveland today was not yet annexed and was still in Newburgh
Township. The Newburgh Township directory records are lost to history.

I have included a listing of the Round family taken from the Cleveland directories for a series
of dates through 1920. Using this information and copies of Sanborn Insurance maps which are
also included you can determine the location of the factories and some of the family residences
which were all nearby within walking distance. See all the maps and compare them to the
directory listings.

In 1879 the directory indicates the Chain and Cable Works was first located at 2316
Broadway. This is the southwest comner of Canton Ave. And Broadway. The next factory
location was at 2287 Broadway in 1884. See the two included vintage pictures. Today this is the
corner of Round St., a short red brick dead end street, along side the Broadway Fire Station. The
fire station is the site of that second factory. It is diagonally across the street from the old
Newburgh Market that now is the Allegheny Child Care Center.
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ROUND FAMILY
CITY DIRECTORY RECORDS

1874

Round David (Ohlo Chain Co.), r. es.
Broadway, nr. Marble, Nbgh.
Round George, chain mkr. Ohio Chain Co.

r. Nbgh.

1875

Round Pavid, chainmkr. r. 2318 Broad-
WA

1876

Round George, chain mkr. r. 2320 Cen-
tre, 18th w. .

1878

Rdund Davld, gfocér - 2318 Brpadwa
B.dungl f}eorge, hain mkr. r) 2820 Cor-
‘m

cmiN MANUFACTURERS,

Cleveland’ Chain Works, Enclld av: at
C. & P, R. R. orosslng ;. Younglove,
Brew & Co. proprs. -

Round David, 2316 Broadway

1879

Round David, chaln and cable wks. 2816.

Broadway, r. 2318 Broadwa
Round George,-chalnmkr. David Round

1881

Llound David, chain works, 2816 Brradway,
r. rr. 2318 Brond way | '
Round George. wks. D. Ri nnid

1882

Round Dak{d (D] Round & Co.). r. 1 Round|

Round & Co. (Dgvid Round and A. J. 1lamy-
ton), dhain works, 2316 Bronllway

Round {abrge, chalnmkr, rj 2113 Pbilllps |

- 1884

Rquni iDavid, chain mofr. 2257 Broadway, r.
* gal [Round, nr. Brondway

Roun Ell, chatnmkr. r. 2358!Stafford

Ronnd fieorge, chajomkr. y, 3004 Puillina

GHAIN MANUFACTURERS
Round David, 2287 Broadway
‘Woodhouse 8amuel, e&ﬂ&gxonl. ur, Usjl

1886

RaGird Pavid, chain mofr. 2283 Broadway, r.
88. Bound, 1st hmeﬁ.’ ol’'Broadway-

.Round .El, chaln maker, r. 2348 Bpafford . .

Roauod George, chaip maker, r. Phillips

Rooond Lewlis D, clerk’ r.” Round, 1st house n.
of. Broadway 3

1894

Round)D. X Son (David and ils D.), chain
mulfrs. 2287 Broadwiy

Rougad| Eli, chainmkr. r. 91 Rural

{hullul;ﬂenrgge. chalumkr. r. 98 Rural

touju Louis D.i(D.Round & Spn),r.26+ Hosmer

Ilumul'r])uvlil (D. Round .S'.--‘.'nlllL(I;.12 Round -
i

1900

Round Braze|l bl. polisher, r. 103 Saaona av.
— Davlid (D} Roupd X Svn), r. 2272 Broadw+
— David D] chalnmkr, r.2113 Phillips

ROUND D. & SON .

: (David . and Louls D)),. Chiln, Chaly
Hlock [and| Crab Muofrs., 2287 to 2291.
Brondwas; Tels. Cuya. C xnus52; Bdl:

Maln 3657, . - | :

— BIl A. chMinmRr. r. 1131 Bs2gial

— sleorize, chalmoks. r. 2118 Philllgs

— llouls D. (D. Bqufid X Bon), r. 77

— Willlaw A, girilener, r. 148 Doad. Winvla

1908 '

Robml Allre B ¢ 7554 Brondway SB

= David b _chnlbmkr r 3614 B 0t SE

ROUND D. ON,

S fLouls L iGmml), Chaln, Chinln Holsts
wul Crab Mufrs. 7625 Brondway., S.E.:
Joth Phones

Round—Coutinuved

— Geonee clminmkr r 0727 Chambers ay 81

— Geotre ehalmnkr ¢ W14 E 76th BB

— Geodee miech ¢ 5108 Superior v NE

‘— Hnnhah whl bavil ri7554 Broallway SE

— Johtd mach r 3614 12 76th SE

— Louik D (1 Rouml & Son) r Turney rd
o). Garfiekd Park _ 2

— Snmhel M fire dept r 5103 Superior NE

1920

- Rounj] Amy widow W A T:§46 Lakesiew rd .
—FEJl A foreman r 4177 % 94lh

—Elsle J slenographer r 046 Lakeriew rd
— (ko chainmaker r 8023 Maryland av
— Cpo D toolmoker r 768 Eddy rd

Round—Continuey

— Nannah widow Davk r: 7554 Brocidiey =
— Namry chainmaker 1 2010 .\l:lmmn‘l av
— Howard Y electriclam v 12620 Brdkbuul - av

— Juhn B machulst ¢ Y116 Clansen iy

— Louls D sec Stem Hurniture Co 5 Tumey nl S

Nbgh ( p
— Baml_M’fice_gent_r 467 E_1201h
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Before the Louis Round family lived in the Garfield Heights mansion in 1910 his home was
with his parents on Broadway Avenue three lots northward of the factory but across the street. A
family picture on the porch of that residence is also included.

Pictwed: The David Round Family 1 8 8 5
Top: David Round, Hanna Bridgewater Round,

Botton: Elizabeth Rourd Cull, Phoebe May Round Bowen, Louis David Roend, Jeannie Round Jewett, and Bearice Round Forbses.

In 1915 the rounds also became involved in real estate, purchasing 500 acres in Garfield His.
and developed and built several million dollars worth of homes. During WW-I the company was

very busily engaged turning out war material for the US government. The next factory move was
to Garfield Heights.
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