
THE EARLY ROUND CHAIN COMPANY
by

Dan F. Ostrowski

ROUND CHAIN WORKS 1884
2287 BROADWAY AVE.

Do you remember the huge mansion on the comer of Turney and Garfield Boulevard? The
one where SS Peter and Paul church now stands. Well it was there and was probably the largest
house m our area and owned by Louis D. Round one of the wealthiest families in Garfield
Heights. The Round family estate included all of the lots and houses from Turney Rd. to E 94th

Street on the north side of the Boulevard as well as the south side east to E. 97th Street Their
prominence however was acquired because of the Round Chain Company.

Louis D. Round was born in Ponti Prio Whales in 1866. He was brought to the US by his
parents David and Hanna of English ancestry to Trenton NJ later to Troy NY and finally to
Cleveland OH in 1869. Sometime later David Round founded the Ohio Chain Company. As one
of the first manufacturer of chain, chain hoists, trolleys, winches and cranes in the US (the first
manufacturer in the City of Cleveland) David Round very early in his career gained an enviable
reputation as "maker of high quality chain hoists". When Louis was 16 he was in the employ of
ms father. In 1887 at the age of 21 he was made partner of the David Round and Son Company
In 1906 David Round died and Louis then became the chief executive. The company ultimately
had facilities from coast to coast.
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The earliest listing of the company occurred in the area of Broadway Ave. between Marble
and Canton Avenue in Cleveland: A check of the City Directory records of Cleveland shows
David Round in 1874 as the "Ohio Chain Co. in residence near Marble Ave. in Newburgh.
Before Dec. 1873 that part of Cleveland today was not yet annexed and was still in Newburgh
Township The Newburgh Township directory records are lost to history.

I have included a listing of the Round family taken from the Cleveland directories for a series
of dates through 1920. Using this information and copies of Sanborn Insurance maps which are
also included you can determine the location of the factories and some of the family residences
which were all nearby within walking distance. See all the maps and compare them to the
directory listings.

In 1879 the directory indicates the Chain and Cable Works was first located at 2316
Broadway. This is the southwest corner of Canton Ave. And Broadway. The next factory
location was at 2287 Broadway in 1884. See the two included vintage pictures. Today this is the
corner of Round St., a short red brick dead end street, along side the Broadway Fire Station. The
fire station is the site of that second factory. It is diagonally across the street from the old
Newburgh Market that now is the Allegheny Child Care Center.

g, BROADWAY

THE ROUND PROPERTY
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ROUND FAMILY

CITY DIRECTORY RECORDS

1874 1884

Round David (Ohio Chain Co.), r. es.
Broadway, nr. Marble. Nbgh.

Round George, chain mkr. <t)hio Chain Co.
r, Nbgh.

Rqmu|jDavti], clmln mnfr. 22S7 Broadway, r,
8B| (Bound, Tir. Brondw&y

RcuiHj 'EU, chain m-kr. r. 234B!Siflfforrt
Kimml !<ii>[>ri;e. i t ha iumkr . r. 3MHI PUllMnn

1875 Round D'aijld, 2287 Broadway
Wcodhouse fiaoiueJ, ea.-iitattoriJ, w, OnM

Bound l)avid, chaiurakr. r. 2318 Broad-
way 1886

1876

, chain Mnfr," &$7 Broadway, r.
M. Round, Iflt botuep. of ;Broadwajs

.Round Ell, cbaln makfer, tr. 2348 Spaffdrd .
Round George, cbatp ajiaber. r. 2066 Phillips
Roond Lewis D. clerk' r.* Round, Istbouaen.

of. Broadway

Round George, chain uikr. r. 2320 Cen-
tre, 18tU w. 1894

1878

l )uvt i i ( i ) . lti>uiiil&£oi>i.r. 12 Round
I). ,t SDII MJi tv l i l iiml Loiita D.), clmlii

'Hound Davld/gfoo^r < 2318 Broadway
B^und George, johain mkr. rJ 2320 Cor-

nell

CHAJN MANUFACTURERS.
Cleveland Chain Works, Euclid avt Bt

C. & P. It. B. orosBlDg; Younglove,
Brew & Co. proprs.

Bound David, 231G Broadway

III )U lit)
ILuuiiij

niii
Untipil 1JII, c lmtnmkr. r. 91 Hura)
H«mjut i)e«ns«, i:hnhimkr. r. s» Runii
H>iuj)il{ Lnula iLfDJlouild i Sflll),n204 lloamer

1900
Kound Brnze(l fil. polisher, r. 1O3 Bmono m.
— David (l>v KouinI & Sun), r. 2U72! Bnttd*'*
— Da»ld Ujclialiirokr. r.2113 Pblltiw
HOUND ». i SON

IDftf|d. ailjd l.ouln Df.l.' Cli^lo, Ubalii
Block nudl Crab Mufra..23ar to 2291
Bnmdtvav^ Tels. Cuja. C «aoa; Bd-
Maln.tBBTJ -

— Ell A. chkinmlir. r. 1131 St.-^lliilrt
— '.leo'riie. chHlniokr. r. ^ l lSPUil t l
— Uouls D. (D. Ruufid A Son), r. 77
— William A, RilrUeiier, r. 1*9 Doa

1908
1879

Bound Da^id, chain aud cable Wks. 3810
Broadway, r. 2318 Broadway

Bound Gfcorge» chain mkr. David Bound

Unltnd Allrp H r T554 Hnnulwn; 813
• - iiuviri i> ciutnimhr r wi4 H TOtii
ROUND D. & SON,

flrfitilK It. .IftmwH. Oiiiht. rimhi
mill Cnih M»ift-n.. TOi'-i IlrDiiilwiij-.

1881

Uound DaVid, chain worl^B,
r, rr. 2318 Broad way i

Round Georce. wka. D. Rnin

Br-^vdway,

Ronni —
— tirnn^r i - tDi lnn ik r r 0727 Clmmtie'rs nv UH
— tii-oii.'c rlmliHiikr r :UU4 K 70tb SB
— ttrnriui ' nii ir t i r "illVt Superior BV Np

•— t l iml in l t will Dnrl i l r'75M UroaUwny HE
— .Idhii in tH ' l i r :«H4 li 7Gtb BE
— I.ixiis l > < l > Hound & aon) r IJiiritey n)

oj.lf U;irllH<) 1'nrk
— HiiniVn-1 M tin* ilcpt r raffl Surierior NK

1920

1882
Jlouod Bifcld (0\d
Uound it'Co.tDivid Ro

ton) ijbaln vforko, 2:ilfl
JCouttd (•abrge;^cgftlDmkr, r

i Co.). r. 1 Round]
.A..T.

Hroinlway

Bonn I Amy widow W A T:lM6 Laketlev rd
— Et A (otptnan r 4177:* 94lh

sle J slfnoRrapher r !>4fi LjikeriPw rd
-o chalnmaker r 8023 Maryland ar
» D toolmakcr r 768 BAJj rd

Round—Continued
— Hannah wld™» Havlillr,-TSS-t Brolffiiay7

— llnnr chain maker r mDH) Mnrnmpi av ,
— Howard V cleclrtctaiu r 12U2H ItflidhliUMl ,nr
— Juhn It oinr)i|nlst r t ' l l f i rinasni'i^r
— Lmils 1> sec Slcni ffuniiltire t'w r Tiintry ril ,S

Nbch i '
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Before the Louis Round family lived in the Garfield Heights mansion in 1910 his home was
with his parents on Broadway Avenue three lots northward of the factory but across the street. A
family picture on the porch of that residence is also included.

Pictured; *Die David Round Family

Top: pavid Round. Hanna Bridgewater Bound,

Bottom: Elizabeth Rouid CuH, Phoebe Vay Round Bowcn, Louis David Rosnd, Jeannie Round Jewett, and Bearice Round Fortes.

1885

In 1915 the rounds also became involved in real estate, purchasing 500 acres in Garfield Hts.
and developed and built several million dollars worth of homes. During WW-I the company was
very busily engaged turning out war material for the US government. The next factory move was
to Garfield Heights.
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